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PLASTICS MAKERS HAIL HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS’ NEW
RECYCLING PROGRAM AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION FOR
CONSUMERS

WASHINGTON, DC (November 30, 2011) — This week the Highland Park City Council voted
unanimously to adopt a program that will bring at-store recycling bins to more of its major
retailers. The program applies to stores larger than 10,000 square feet, which will provide one or
more recycling bins in entrance areas with signs to educate consumers about the importance of
recycling. The following statement may be attributed to Shari Jackson, director of the Progressive
Bag Affiliates of the American Chemistry Councill.

“America’s plastics makers applaud the Highland Park City Council for taking an important first
step to broaden opportunities for consumers to recycle their used plastic bags and product wraps.
City Council’s efforts emphasize the need for action at the state level to promote recycling and
divert this valuable material from the waste stream. We urge the Illinois legislature to follow
Highland Park’s lead and join California, New York, Delaware, and Rhode Island in implementing
statewide legislation to promote recycling of this valuable resource.

“Experience shows that when access and awareness come together, consumers are willing to do
their part to recycle. Since 2009, similar programs have helped to deliver more than 855 million
pounds of used plastic bags and wraps to recyclers who use this valuable material to create low
maintenance decking, durable home building products, new bags and other useful items.
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is a $720 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation’s largest exporters,
accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts,
working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical
infrastructure.
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