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ACC CONGRATULATES DR. HARRY COOVER FOR HIS LASTING
CONTRIBUTION TO AMERICAN INNOVATION
Coover awarded the National Medal of Technology and Innovation for his invention of
cyanoacrylates, super glues
WASHINGTON, D.C. (December 8, 2010) – In a White House
ceremony last month, Dr. Harry Coover, inventor of cyanoacrylates,
or super glues, was awarded the National Medal of Technology and
Innovation, the nation’s highest scientific honor given by the
President. American Chemistry Council (ACC) President and CEO
Cal Dooley issued the following statement congratulating Dr.
Coover on his extraordinary achievement:
“We would like to join President Obama, Eastman Chemical Company and Super Glue
Corporation in recognizing Dr. Coover for his important contribution to American innovation.
Long before they were approved for civilian use, cyanoacrylate glues saved lives on the battlefield,
enabling trauma surgeons to seal wounds quickly and keep many American soldiers from bleeding
to death. Today, these glues enjoy widespread use in homes, hospitals, dental offices and
veterinary clinics around the globe.
As in 1942, when Dr. Coover first invented cyanoacrylates, the chemistry industry continues to
take pride in its position at the forefront of innovation. With 460 patents and 60 publications to his
name, Dr. Coover is a fine example of chemical ingenuity. Recruiting, training and promoting
high-skilled workers and future industry leaders like Dr. Coover is paramount to continued
American prosperity and technological and economic leadership.”
Read the White House news release here.
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is a $674 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation’s largest exporters,
accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts,
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working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical
infrastructure.

americanchemistry.com®

700 Second St., NE | Washington, DC 20002 | (202) 249.7000

