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ACC STATEMENT REGARDING EPA’S PROPOSAL TO DESIGNATE 20
CHEMICALS AS HIGH PRIORITY SUBSTANCES UNDER TSCA
WASHINGTON (August 23, 2019) – ACC today issued the following statement regarding EPA’s
proposal to designate 20 chemicals as high priority substances under the 2016 amendments to the
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA):
“ACC will analyze the EPA-proposed 20 high priority chemicals and their supporting
information and submit formal comments. As EPA moves forward through the prioritization
process, it must base its work on the best available science and weight of the evidence as required
under Section 26 of TSCA.
“The prioritization process is a new feature of the amended TSCA, and EPA has made it clear that
neither a proposed nor final designation of a chemical as a high priority substance constitutes a
finding of unreasonable risk. The proposed designation simply means the agency has nominated
the chemical as a high priority for a TSCA risk evaluation, and a final designation would initiate
the risk evaluation process. It is in the risk evaluation process that EPA must determine whether
the chemical presents an unreasonable risk under its conditions of use.
“ACC strongly supported the 2016 amendments to TSCA that established the requirement that
EPA identify high priorities for risk evaluation. The agency has an excellent track record
of meeting the deadlines established by Congress. Successful implementation of TSCA in
accordance with the statute and congressional intent is essential to ensuring protections for human
health and the environment while enabling our industry to continue to innovate, create
jobs and grow the economy.”
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business
of chemistry. ACC members apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and
services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is committed to improved
environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®; common sense
advocacy designed to address major public policy issues; and health and environmental research
and product testing. The business of chemistry is a $526 billion enterprise and a key element of the
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nation's economy. It is among the largest exporters in the nation, accounting for ten percent of all
U.S. goods exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they
have intensified their efforts, working closely with government agencies to improve security and to
defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure.

americanchemistry.com®

700 Second St., NE | Washington, DC 20002 | (202) 249.7000

