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Commercial Disinfectants Equally As Effective 

 Against New COVID Strains, According to CBC 
 
WASHINGTON (January 11, 2021) – The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said that 
commercially available, agency-approved disinfectants can be expected to effectively fight the 
new genetic strains of SARS-CoV-2, reports the Center for Biocides Chemistries (CBC). As a 
result, consumers should feel confident that products on the CBC List of Novel Coronavirus-
Fighting Products, as well as the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) List N: Disinfectants 
for Coronavirus, will kill the novel Coronavirus upon application and stop its spread. 
 
Viruses evolve into new strains when there is a change to their genetic composition. This process 
is common, and it is the nature of viruses to evolve and mutate as time passes and they are passed 
from one host to another. This particular new strain was detected in England in September 2020.  
 
Officials with EPA’s Antimicrobials Division state that the Agency continues to expect that 
products on its List N will kill all strains of COVID-19. The agency said the genetic changes to the 
virus that have been observed will not compromise the efficacy of the disinfectants against them.  
 
“Our members’ disinfectant products are effective at killing viruses by chemically inactivating 
them,” said CBC Executive Director Komal Jain. “The difficulty of eliminating a virus depends on 
its physical features, and the recent mutations of SARS-CoV-2 have not changed their basic 
physically properties. The same products that served us well last year continue to do so now 
despite the new genetic strains we’re seeing.”  
 
EPA’s List N refers to its list of disinfectants that have been deemed to be effective against the 
coronavirus. The CBC’s List of Novel Coronavirus-Fighting Products is consistent with List N, 
with the only difference that the CBC list identifies products by their market and brand names for 
easier use by consumers. For more information about the CBC list, please visit this page.  
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members 
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is 
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®; common sense advocacy 
designed to address major public policy issues; and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of 
chemistry is a $565 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is among the largest exporters in the nation, 
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accounting for ten percent of all U.S. goods exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and 
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, 
working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical 
infrastructure. 


