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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY: DO NOT RECYCLE PLASTIC BAGS AND

WRAPS IN CURBSIDE BINS
County Expands Bags/Wraps Recycling at Drop-off Sites

Vero Beach, Fla. (March 19, 2019) — Indian River County officials launched a public outreach
campaign on March 1st to discourage residents from placing plastic bags and wraps in curbside
recycling bins, and to expand drop-off recycling locations for these plastics.

“Please, do not put plastic bags and wraps in your curbside recycling bins,” implored Sue Flak,
Recycling Education and Marketing Coordinator. “They do not get recycled at curbside. They
harm recycling equipment and cost taxpayers more money. Instead, plastic bags and wraps should
be taken to retail stores that offer drop-off programs such as Publix, or one of six county locations
for recycling.”

The six locations are the Fellsmere, Gifford, Oslo, Roseland, and Winter Beach Customer
Convenience Centers, as well as at the Indian River County Landfill. For specific information visit
http://www.ircrecycles.com/Convenience_Centers.htm.

While recycling of plastic bags and wraps has been available at many leading retail stores for
years, the County recently added new RACK’nPak Recycle Bagging System® collection bins
manufactured by PolyWrap Recycling, LLC at the convenience centers to make it easier for
residents to recycle properly. The RACK’nPak Recycle Bagging System® bins were made
available thanks to a donation provided by America’s Plastic Makers® which sponsor a
nationwide recycling initiative called WRAP (Wrap Recycling Action Program).

County officials were surprised recently to learn that nearly 70 percent of Floridians incorrectly
believe that plastic bags and wraps should be placed in curbside bins for recycling, according to a
survey conducted last month.

The County is reaching out to residents through advertising, customized WRAP materials, and
other efforts to complement the existing recycling campaigns for plastic bags and wraps at the
school district’s 28 schools, 6 Publix Supermarkets, and other drop-off points. A list of drop-off
locations can be found at plasticfilmrecycling.org.

These drop-off points collect plastic bags for groceries, newspapers, produce, bread, dry cleaning,
and more, as well as plastic wraps from cases of water bottles, bathroom tissue, paper towels, and

--more —
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similar products. Residents can find a fuller list of materials that can be recycled at drop-off points
here: https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/plastic-film-education-
individuals/. Plastic bags and wraps need to be clean and dry for drop-off, and they get recycled
into products such as new grocery bags, benches, shopping carts, and decking.

County officials plan to measure progress in three months, and hope to find a reduction in plastic
bags and wraps in curbside bins and increased collection at drop-off convenience centers. The
County hopes the expanded recycling opportunities will become permanent and expand even
further.

The campaign partners include Indian River County, ACC, PolyWrap Recycling LLC, Rotary
Club of Vero Beach, Publix Supermarkets, and the School District of Indian River.

For more information contact: Sue Flak at 772-226-1764.
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®; common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is a $526 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is among the largest exporters in the nation,
accounting for ten percent of all U.S. goods exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts,
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working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical
infrastructure.
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