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NEW STUDY EMPHASIZES IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTING MARINE
LITTER
WASHINGTON (January 12, 2016) – Today, Scientists at Ocean Conservancy and
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) released a study in the
journal Marine Policy which attempted to quantify selected impacts of litter on marine life around
the world. The following statement can be attributed to Keith Christman, managing director of
plastics markets for the American Chemistry Council.
“America’s plastic makers welcome this new study as a contribution to better understanding how
litter- and in particular fishing gear- affects the marine environment. Although the study identified
fishing gear as the greatest concern, we look forward to continued work on programs, projects and
other collaborations to eliminate the flow of trash in to our oceans.
“Every day, plastics benefit the environment by helping to conserve materials, trim waste, lower
energy use, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The American Chemistry Council and its
members are working hard to prevent plastics from becoming marine debris by promoting proper
use, handling, recycling and recovery of these valuable materials. Through the American
Chemistry Council, America’s plastics makers have helped lead the development of the plastics
industry’s “Global Declaration on Marine Litter,” which has been signed by more than sixty
plastics associations in 34 countries. Today, more than 185 projects focused on researching,
preventing or reducing marine debris are underway around the globe.”
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is an $801 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is the nation’s largest exporter, accounting for
fourteen percent of all U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and development. Safety and
security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, working closely with
government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure.

americanchemistry.com®

700 Second St., NE | Washington, DC 20002 | (202) 249.7000

