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RECYCLING OF NON-BOTTLE RIGID PLASTICS IN THE UNITED
STATES UP NEARLY 50 PERCENT IN TWO YEARS
WASHINGTON, D.C. (February 16, 2011) – The American Chemistry Council today released a
new report which documents a dramatic increase in the collection and recycling of post-consumer
non-bottle rigid plastics across the United States. The report, prepared by Moore Recycling
Associates, Inc., found that in 2009, nearly 480 million pounds of post-consumer rigid plastics
were collected for recycling nationwide, an increase of nearly 33 percent from 2008 and 47% since
2007.
The category "non-bottle rigid plastics" includes nondurable items (or packaging), such as highdensity polyethylene (HDPE) tubs, polypropylene (PP) cups and similar food containers, and
durable items, such as pallets, crates, carts, 5-gallon buckets and electronic housings.
According to the report a growing number of reclaimers have begun processing non-bottle HDPE
and PP containers to produce resin for new end products. And the number of communities
collecting mixed rigid plastics also has grown in response to demand
Among the report’s key findings:
 there has been an increase in the number of processors, end users and reclaimers of rigid
plastics in 2009;
 in just one year, there has been a 33% increase in collection of non-bottle rigid plastics; and
 the number of communities offering rigid plastics recycling continues to increase.
Over 63 percent of households in California now have access to recycling of non-bottle rigid
plastics and recycling programs across the country are being expanded to collect rigid containers.
For example, New York City, Philadelphia and over 60 communities in Connecticut have recently
announced expansion plans. Most municipalities that collect non-bottle rigid plastics accept
household containers, but the report found that a growing number also are adding bulkier rigid
plastics, such as toys, lawn furniture, laundry baskets, etc.
"Recycling these valuable plastics not only keeps them out of landfills but also helps close the
loop, as these post-consumer materials go on to have a second life as useful products," said Steve
Russell, vice president of plastics for the American Chemistry Council.
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"Communities, consumers and business owners increasingly recognize the benefits of recycling
non-bottle rigid plastics. ACC continues to work with partners to promote recycling, provide
technical support, increase access to collection programs, and promote greater consumer
awareness," Russell said. "This is the third year in a row that we’ve seen growth in this sector, and
these results confirm for us the value of collaborative approaches to increase recycling in
communities across America.”
The report is based on data supplied by 60 post-consumer plastic processors, end-users and
exporters across the United States.
The full report, "2009 National Post Consumer Report on Non-Bottle Rigid Plastics Recycling," is
available on www.americanchemistry.com/plastics.
The recycling of plastic bottles is tracked separately. In 2009, plastic bottle recycling in the United
States grew to nearly 2.5 billion pounds, marking two decades of year-over-year increases in this
category. The full report, “National Post-Consumer Plastics Bottle Recycling Report,” is available
on www.americanchemistry.com/plastics.”
Follow plastics recycling with ACC on Twitter: @Recycle_Plastic,
http://twitter.com/Recycle_Plastic.
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is a $674 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is one of the nation’s largest exporters,
accounting for ten cents out of every dollar in U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts,
working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical
infrastructure.
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