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SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE DEMONSTRATES FORMALDEHYDE DOES
NOT CAUSE LEUKEMIA
WASHINGTON (July 6, 2018) – In response to a misleading Politico article regarding the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) internal draft formaldehyde Integrated Risk
Information System (IRIS) assessment, the American Chemistry Council (ACC) Formaldehyde
Panel has released the following statement:
“The overwhelming weight of scientific evidence clearly demonstrates formaldehyde does not cause
leukemia. The science shows the draft IRIS document is just plain wrong – closer to science fiction than
sound science.
For example, formaldehyde is naturally formed in the human body and exhaled when we breathe.
Incredibly, the IRIS program would have you believe the amount of formaldehyde humans produce and
exhale – in every single breath – is dangerous and could cause leukemia. There is no scientific evidence to
support that outrageous allegation.”

###
www.americanchemistry.com/newsroom
The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members
apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is
committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®; common sense advocacy
designed to address major public policy issues; and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of
chemistry is a $768 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is among the largest exporters in the nation,
accounting for fourteen percent of all U.S. goods exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and
development. Safety and security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts,
working closely with government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical
infrastructure.
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