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SOLAR IMPULSE PILOT TO DELIVER KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT  

POLYURETHANES TECHNICAL CONFERENCE  
 

Pilot of Solar-Powered Round-the-World Flight to Discuss Polyurethanes’ Role in Innovation 
 

WASHINGTON (June 19, 2015) – The Center for the Polyurethanes Industry (CPI) announced 

that André Borschberg, one of the pilots and co-developer of the Solar Impulse solar-powered 

aircraft, will deliver the keynote address during the Opening Session of the 2015 Polyurethanes 

Technical Conference on October 5 in Orlando, Fl. 

 

The aircraft, known as Solar Impulse 2, is the only solar-powered aircraft in the world that can fly 

day and night with a pilot on board. Solar Impulse 2 is covered in 17,248 solar cells to power four 

electric motors and propellers. Solar Impulse 2 is currently on the seventh leg of its voyage around 

the world, demonstrating that today’s lightweight, durable and energy-efficient polyurethane 

technologies can be harnessed  to achieve new milestones and set new records.  

 

Borschberg is at the command for this leg, which will be the first time Solar Impulse 2 attempts to 

cross an ocean. The aircraft will travel from Asia to Hawaii, testing the endurance and resilience of 

both the pilot and the plane. This first-of-its-kind aviation adventure will attempt to be the longest 

solar-powered flight in duration ever flown, expected to last a minimum of five days and five 

nights. 

 

“We are excited to have Mr. Borschberg share his experience and the innovative role that 

polyurethanes play in this project, and I am grateful to CPI member Solvay for its support of this 

keynote presentation,” said Lee Salamone, senior director of CPI.  

 

Borschberg, a former Swiss Air Force pilot and the Solar Impulse Co-Founder and CEO, shares 

piloting duties with Swiss aviation pioneer, researcher and psychiatrist Bertrand Piccard, who is 

Solar Impulse’s Initiator and Chairman. Piccard will build on Borschberg’s experience and fly the 

eighth leg from Hawaii to Phoenix. The two also piloted Solar Impulse 1 (the prototype for Solar 

Impulse 2) across the United States in 2013. 

 

The Solar Impulse 2 aircraft prominently features several types of specially designed 

polyurethanes. A polyurethane foam plays a critical role in insulating the pilot and batteries against 

temperatures as low as minus 4 degrees Fahrenheit. A composite polyurethane fiber material is 

used for the cockpit doors and locks. 

 

– more – 

 

http://polyurethane.americanchemistry.com/About-CPI
http://www.solarimpulse.com/
http://polyurethane.americanchemistry.com/Polyurethanes-Technical-Conference/2015-Conference.html
http://polyurethane.americanchemistry.com/Polyurethanes-Technical-Conference/2015-Conference.html
http://www.solvay.com/
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Products using the same technology highlighted on Solar Impule 2 may soon be used in the 

automotive and refrigeration industries to deliver the similar insulation benefits to consumers. 

 

Solar Impulse and the 2015 Polyurethanes Technical Conference 

The 2015 Polyurethanes Technical Conference features 16 sessions and more than 65 papers with 

topics spanning everything from cutting-edge polyurethanes technologies and chemistry-focused 

technical discussions to big-picture analysis of industry trends. The Polyurethanes Technical 

Conference remains a benchmark for the industry’s top technical discussions and presentations. 

 

“The Polyurethanes Technical Conference is a great showplace for polyurethane technology and 

the benefits of polyurethane products. The Solar Impulse project is a great fit for this event – the 

longest-running and most innovative polyurethanes conference in North America,” said Lisa 

Norton, Solvay’s Global Sales and Marketing manager. 

 

Additional events at the conference include CPI’s Polyurethane Professional Development 

Program, the Industry Reception, the Table Top Exhibition, the Polyurethane Innovation Award 

and the pre-conference workshop on environmental, health and safety issues relative to 

diisocyanates. 

 

At the conclusion of this year’s conference, CPI will unveil the 2014 End-Use Market Survey on 

the polyurethanes industry in the United States, Canada and Mexico. The survey provides a 

breakdown of polyurethane production by type and by major end-use market for each country over 

a two-year period, as well as historic trends, market drivers and key issues. 

 

To learn more about registering for the conference, visit the conference website. Early registration 

rates are available until Sept. 4. 
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry. ACC members 

apply the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer. ACC is 

committed to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy 

designed to address major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing. The business of 

chemistry is an $812 billion enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy. It is the nation’s largest exporter, accounting for 

twelve percent of all U.S. exports. Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and development. Safety and 

security have always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, working closely with 

government agencies to improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure. 
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