May 8, 2012
The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:
Collectively, our organizations represent small, medium and large U.S. companies throughout every
major sector of the U.S. economy – from manufacturing to agriculture to services – that are seeking a
strong outcome in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations. Indeed, we all strongly endorse the
vision that you and other TPP leaders announced last November in Honolulu – that the TPP “will be a
model for ambition for other free trade agreements in the future, forging close linkages among our
economies, enhancing our competitiveness, benefiting our consumers and supporting the creation and
retention of jobs, higher living standards, and the reduction of poverty in our countries.”
For the TPP to achieve that vision, it is essential that the final TPP agreement incorporate comprehensive
and high-standards for the protection and enforcement of intellectual property (IP) rights – including
patents, trademarks, copyrights and trade secrets. And that outcome can only be achieved through
continued and heightened U.S. leadership. By contrast, any attempts to weaken IP rights or to exclude
any sector from protection must be strongly rejected and would be inconsistent with overall U.S.
Government policy and U.S. economic and trade interests.
We commend your Administration for recognizing the key role played by innovative and creative
industries in driving economic growth, jobs and competitiveness. As recently highlighted in the March
2012 U.S. government report – Intellectual Property and the U.S. Economy: Industries in Focus – U.S. IPintensive industries support more than one in every four jobs, over one-third of GDP, and approximately
60 percent of exports. The protection and effective enforcement of IP rights are therefore of critical
importance to the economic growth and prosperity not only of the United States but also of its eight
TPP-negotiating partners.
As you and your Administration have repeatedly recognized, strong IP protections have been an
essential element in fostering the explosive growth in new and more efficient technologies, increased
productivity, life-saving medicines and other health technologies, as well as a wide variety of creative
and educational works. As a result, high-standard IP protections are a key driver of economic growth in
the United States and overseas and are linked to the creation and retention of jobs in industries as
diverse as consumer and industrial products, educational products and entertainment, scientific
products and equipment and information and communications technology. Trademarks and associated
branding are critical to business success in many industries. For consumers, strong IP rules are also vital
to protect against counterfeit products in numerous areas from pharmaceuticals to automotive parts. As
well, there are important domestic and national-security interests in ensuring strong enforcement
mechanisms against state-sponsored IP theft and illicit trade, which has been linked increasingly to
international crime networks.
While the benefits of strong IP protections and enforcement are widely supported throughout the
United States and safeguarded in our Constitution and laws, such protections are at serious risk in the
ongoing TPP negotiations. Some seek to enshrine low standards of protection, with limited
enforcement, in the final TPP agreement, arguing that U.S. proposals would be harmful and could
undermine other interests.

The strong IP protections proposed by the U.S. government in the TPP negotiations do not represent, as
some suggest, a threat to public health, the development and expansion of the Internet or rights of
freedom of speech, but rather a much-needed response to increasingly sophisticated threats to IP
protection throughout the world. More, not less, rigorous IP rules are needed to thwart the explosion in
IP infringement, including of pirated, counterfeit and unlawful copycat products throughout all sectors
of the economy, and trade-secret theft. The U.S. approach, which largely builds upon the recently
implemented U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, sets a strong template for achieving the type of 21stcentury agreement that will enhance productivity, innovation and ingenuity for the United States and
the other TPP countries.
In their essence, the arguments against strong IP protections are largely based on the misguided
assumption that strong IP protections advance only the interests of IP exporting countries and
disadvantage countries with less well developed IP-dependent industries. In fact, the adoption of strong
IP protections by all countries in the TPP and more widely promotes strong benefits for all, whether or
not the country has developed its own major IP-based industries. Developed and developing countries
that have adopted stronger IP protections have proven better able to develop their own technological,
science, creative and other innovative and IP-dependent industries, advancing their own economic
growth, productivity, exports, innovation and the interests of their workers and consumers alike.
As the 12th round of negotiations will soon begin in Dallas, Texas, we urge that the United States
redouble its efforts to ensure that the final TPP agreement is comprehensive and commercially
meaningful and incorporates high standards for the protection and enforcement of IP rights across all
industries. Such an outcome must remain a top U.S. negotiating priority to create a TPP agreement that
will be a “model for ambition” to ignite economic growth, create and sustain jobs and improve living
standards here at home and among the other eight TPP negotiating countries.
Respectfully,

Clark Pettit
President and CEO
ABM - The Association of Business Information &
Media Companies

Richard Bengloff
President
American Association of
Independent Music (A2IM)

Stephen J. Ubl
President and CEO
Advanced Medical Technology Association
(AdvaMed)

Calvin M. Dooley
President and CEO
American Chemistry Council (ACC)

Kevin M. Burke
President and CEO
American Apparel and Footwear Association (AAFA)

Tom Allen
President and CEO
Association of American Publishers (AAP)
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James C. Greenwood
President and CEO
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO)

Matt Priest
President
Footwear Distributors & Retailers of America
(FDRA)

John Engler
President
Business Roundtable

Pamela Bailey
President and CEO
Grocery Manufacturers Association (GMA)

Robert W. Holleyman, II
President and CEO
Business Software Alliance (BSA)

Jean M. Prewitt
President and CEO
Independent Film and Television Alliance®

Bob Vastine
President
Coalition of Service Industries (CSI)

Robert C. Barchiesi
President
International AntiCounterfeiting Coalition (IACC)

Sandra Aistars
Executive Director
Copyright Alliance

Steven J. Metalitz
Counsel
International Intellectual Property Alliance (IIPA)

Jay Vroom
President and CEO
CropLife America

Richard Phillips
President
Intellectual Property
perty Owners Association (IPO)

Calman J. Cohen
President
Emergency Committee for American Trade (ECAT)

Alan C. Drewsen
Executive Director
International Trademark Association (INTA)

Michael D. Gallagher
President and CEO
Entertainment Software Association (ESA)

The Honorable Christopher J. Dodd
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA)
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Jay Timmons
President and CEO
National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)

Lawrence D. Sloan, CAE
President and CEO
Society of Chemical Manufacturers and Affiliates
(SOCMA)

Evan R. Gaddis
President and CEO
National Electrical
rical Manufacturers Association (NEMA)
(

Ken Wasch
President
Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA)

David M. Israelite
President and CEO
National Music Publishers’ Association (NMPA)

William Carteaux
President and CEO
SPI: The Plastics Industry Trade Association

John Castellani
President and CEO
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
America (PhRMA)

Thomas J. Donohue
President and CEO
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Cary Sherman
Chairman and CEO
Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA)

Monica Hardy Whaley
President
U.S. National Center for APEC

Eric Schinfeld
President
Washington Council on International Trade (WCIT)

cc: The Honorable John Bryson, Department of Commerce
The Honorable Ron Kirk, United States Trade Representative
The Honorable Hillary
ary Clinton, Department of State
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