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Formaldehyde and its derivatives are used early in the upstream supply chain to make compounds used in the 
creation of life-saving medical devices (for example: pacemakers, artificial heart valves, and prostheses). 
Formaldehyde is well known as a preservative in medical laboratories and its use as a sterilizer. Formaldehyde is an 
active ingredient in anti-infective drugs and is used in gel capsules to promote maximum absorption.1 It is also used 
in the manufacture of certain viral and bacterial vaccines. For example, influenza, polio, cholera, hepatitis A, 
diphtheria, tetanus vaccines use formaldehyde to inactivate viruses and detoxify bacterial toxins. There are also 
medical research applications for formaldehyde including pharmaceutical research in proteomics and genomics.2
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