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Formaldehyde is a critical building block and an essential ingredient in producing resilient, advanced, and 
high-reliability products used across the United States’ national security enterprise. It has a long history of safe use in 
the national security sector. According to Rep. Jack Bergman (MI), Chair of the House Armed Services Intelligence 
and Special Operations Subcommittee, "EPA… risk evaluation activities for formaldehyde…. would not only have 
enormous economic impacts across dozens of industries and impact the competitiveness of American 
manufacturers, but also threaten national security.”1  

Here are some common uses of formaldehyde in national security:
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Munitions/Ballistics: Formaldehyde is 
needed to make munitions and ballistics as 
well as used in the production of tires and 
other materials. Without the ability to 
produce formaldehyde domestically, the US 
would be forced to source it from other 
countries.

Military Equipment: Formaldehyde-based 
resins are used to produce lightweight, 
durable equipment that can reduce carry 
weights by as much as 20 pounds. This 
reduced weight helps increase user agility 
and safety in accordance with the U.S. 
Department of Defense War Fighting Science 
and Technology Plan.2

Military Uniforms: Military uniforms and gear 
are made with formaldehyde-based resins to 
enhance their durability and resistance to 
wear and tear, improve crease resistance, and 
increase the flame retardancy of 
military-issue textiles. Military textiles treated 
with formaldehyde also show improved 
infrared camouflage capabilities.3

Anti-Corrosive: In military storage facilities, 
formaldehyde may be used as an 
anti-corrosive treatment to maintain 
equipment and vehicle readiness. 

Theater Military Bases: Many theater military 
bases utilize sustainable wood products 
created with formaldehyde, like plywood, 
particleboard, and fiberboard, to build 
barracks, offices, and other structures. 
Shipping containers used to transport these 
materials and build temporary base 
structures are also treated with 
formaldehyde-derived polymers.4 

Military Vehicles: In the automotive industry, 
formaldehyde-based technologies are used to 
make interior molded and under-the-hood 
components that allow for higher fuel 
efficiency by reducing vehicle weight. It is 
also used in the production of highly durable 
exterior primers, clear coat paints, tire-cord 
adhesives, brake pads and fuel system 
components.1

Decontamination: Formalin, a solution of 
formaldehyde in water, is used by the military 
as a decontaminant to neutralize biological 
threats, including bacterial spores.5

Food Supply: Outside of the U.S. Defense 
Department, formaldehyde also helps protect 
our country’s food supply, which is key to our 
national security. It is used in the agricultural 
industry for various purposes including crop 
protection and crop nutrition products, like 
slow-release fertilizers, herbicides, and 
pesticides. Formaldehyde can also treat 
animal feed and help prevent salmonella and 
African Swine Fever.6  
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