April 15, 2019

Ms. Katherine Hiner
Acting Secretary
U.S. International Trade Commission
500 E Street SW
Washington DC 20436
Re:

19 CFR Part 220, Submission and Consideration of Petitions for Duty
Suspensions and Reductions, Proposed Amendments to Rule with Request for
Comments

Dear Ms. Hiner:
The American Chemistry Council (ACC) appreciates the opporhmity to comment on proposed
changes by the U.S. International Trade Commission to the "Rules Relating to the Submission
and Consideration of Petitions for Duty Suspensions and Reductions."
ACC represents a diverse set of companies engaged in the business of chemistry. An innovative,
$526 billion enterp1ise, we work to solve some of the biggest challenges facing our nation and
our world. The business of chemistry drives innovations that enable a more sustainable future;
provides 529,000 skilled good paying jobs-plus over four million related jobs-that support
families and communities; and enhances safety through our diverse set of products and
investments in R&D. ACC and its members are committed to fostering progress in our economy,
environment and society.
Tariff elimination is a core priority for the business of chemistry. U.S. chemical manufacturers
compete and succeed when tariffs are zero and trading costs are low. In order to compete in the
United States and globally, chemical manufacturers must be able to import certain chemicals,
feedstocks, and raw materials that are not available in this country.
We thank the Commission for its deliberative and inclusive conduct of the most recent of the
previous Miscellaneous Tariff Bill (MTB) petition process under the American Manufacturing
Competitiveness Act. ACC members were active petitioners, as they viewed the process as a
critical opportunity for enhancing the competitiveness of the U.S. chemicals sector by reducing
the cost of many essential imports.
As the Commission considers possible changes to the petition rules, ACC recommends that it
reflect the following principles in its review:
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